
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 19 March 2009] 

 p2164c-2165a 
Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr John Kobelke; Mr Rob Johnson; Speaker 

 [1] 

SCHOOLS � MAINTENANCE BACKLOG 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands � Minister for Education) [9.13 am]: The Department of Education and 
Training operates 779 schools around the state, with an average age of 52 years. More than two-thirds of our 
schools are over 30 years old. 

A building condition assessment is regularly carried out in every school to identify maintenance needs resulting 
from wear and tear and deterioration. The latest building condition assessment has identified a $166 million 
backlog of outstanding maintenance work in our schools. This is the legacy that the previous state government�
Ministers Carpenter, Ravlich and McGowan�has left the children of Western Australia.  

The maintenance backlog has been increasing since 2001�the first year of the Gallop-Carpenter Labor 
government. Over the past few years, money set aside for maintenance has been soaked up by unplanned 
maintenance, including for breakdowns and compliance requirements. In real terms, annual funding for 
preventive maintenance has declined from $18.7 million in 1996-97, when Colin Barnett was Minister for 
Education�to zero in the last year of the Carpenter Labor government. 

Mr M. McGowan: Zero? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Zero in preventive maintenance. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Despite billions of dollars in budget surpluses over several years, Premier Carpenter, 
Treasurer Ripper and education minister McGowan could not find one cent to spend on this kind of basic 
maintenance expenditure. 

Mr M. McGowan: A Liberal Party hack. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham. 

Mr M. McGowan: She�s attacking me through a short ministerial statement. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, the normal practice in this place is for brief ministerial statements to 
be made in silence. I am sure that there will be adequate opportunity in this place, if not in further business today 
in future sittings of this place, for you to respond to whatever you feel the minister might have or might not have 
correct. 

Point of Order 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Mr Speaker, I know that you cannot give a decision now, but I ask you to consider that 
brief ministerial statements are usually an opportunity for the government to announce something. So far the 
brief ministerial statement that is being made is a malicious attack on some members on this side, which I 
believe is without foundation. Therefore, it is difficult for members on this side not to respond. You might need 
to look at the brief ministerial statement when the minister has finished to see whether it goes beyond the bounds 
of what is considered to be a ministerial statement. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, further to that point of order � 

The SPEAKER: Before the Leader of the House speaks, I want to address my remarks to the member for 
Balcatta. I thank the member for his advice and I will consider it. As the member would appreciate, I have not 
been in this role for a tremendously long time. I observe practices in this place. I certainly take the member�s 
comments on board and I will listen carefully to what the minister has to say in the rest of her brief ministerial 
statement. I certainly acknowledge what the member said and I do take it on board. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will comment further to the point of order raised by the member for Balcatta. He is right 
and you, Mr Speaker, are right: brief ministerial statements provide the opportunity for the government to make 
announcements. I assure you, Mr Speaker, and other members in this house that the Minister for Education is 
making an announcement. If members are patient, they will see that at the end of her statement. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: This $166 million backlog will prove to be a significant challenge for me and the new 
state government. We are looking at strategies to clear this backlog, which is a difficult challenge given the 
current economic climate. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro and member for Joondalup. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Obviously, the commonwealth government�s Building the Education Revolution program 
will help. The Department of Education and Training and individual schools have been able to use the building 
condition assessment reports to help them in their applications for funding from this commonwealth program. 
However, it could take many years before this backlog is cleared. 

I table the building condition assessments of every school in Western Australia. These piles of documents 
symbolise the prolonged neglect that the previous state government showed to our public schools, their teachers 
and the many students that have been forced to work in substandard accommodation. 

[See paper 734.] 
 


